
 
 

 

Abu Dhabi Film Festival favourites charm 
Hollywood and Europe 

• Leviathan wins Golden Globes’ Best Foreign Language Film and Whiplash 
bags three BAFTA awards 

• ADFF curated films nominated for Oscars, Golden Globes, and BAFTA 
awards  

 
Abu Dhabi, UAE – February 18, 2015: As actors, filmmakers and film lovers anticipate the 
87th Academy Awards (Oscars 2015) on 22 February this year, Abu Dhabi Film Festival 
(ADFF) celebrates the number of ADFF curated films that have made the nomination lists of 
international film awards in 2014 and 2015. 

As one of the most anticipated international cultural events in Abu Dhabi and the region, 
ADFF’s high-quality film selections have proven to be a popular choice among awards 
committees, with11 films screened at previous editions of ADFF receiving recognition at 
world-class film awards including the 2015 Oscars, Golden Globes, BAFTA Awards, and the 
2014 European Film Awards.  

Ali Al Jabri, Director of ADFF, said: “We are pleased to witness these films succeed and 
receive the recognition they deserve. International accolades for films previously screened at 
ADFF demonstrate our commitment to a highly selective film curation process. ADFF’s 
reputation is growing internationally and this leads to a greater responsibility to deliver a 
programme that excites the local and regional audience.” 

“Each year we aim to bring a diverse selection of films of the highest quality; some of which 
receive their world premieres at ADFF. The preparation has started on our programme for 
2015 and we have, since the conclusion of ADFF 2014, visited the renowned international film 
festivals of Cairo, Carthage, Marrakech, Rotterdam, Sundance and Berlinale to find the best 
of the Arab and international film industry. ADFF 2015 is promising to be of the same high 
standard of previous editions,” he added. 

Films previously screened as part of ADFF that have been nominated for international level 
awards include: 

Oscars: 

-‐ Ida for Best Cinematography and Best Foreign Language Film 
-‐ Leviathan for Best Foreign Language Film 
-‐ Timbuktu for Best Foreign Language Film 
-‐ Whiplash for Best Picture, Film Editing, Writing, Sound Mixing, and Actor in a 

Supporting Role (J. K. Simmons) 
-‐ Big Hero 6 for Best Animated Feature Film 



 
 

 

-‐ Two Days, One Night (ADFF 2014) for Best Actress in a Leading Role 
-‐ The Salt of the Earth and Virunga(ADFF 2014) for Best Documentary Feature 

 

Golden Globes: 

-‐ Big Hero6 (regional premiere at ADFF 2014 closing ceremony) for Best Animated 
Feature Film 

-‐ Ida (ADFF 2013) and Leviathan (Winner of Black Pearl and Best Actor Awards at 
ADFF 2014)for Best Foreign Language Film 

-‐ J.K. Simmons of Whiplash (ADFF 2014) for Best Performance by an Actor in a 
Supporting Role in a Motion Picture 

BAFTA: 

- Whiplash for Best Editing, Sound, Director, Original Screenplay, and Supporting 
Actor 

- Big Hero 6 nominated for Best Animated Film 
- Virunga and 20,000 Days on Earth (ADFF 2014) for Best Documentary 
- ’71 (ADFF 2014) for Outstanding British Film and Outstanding Debut by a British 

Writer, Director or Producer (Yann Demange (Director) and Gregory Burke (Writer)) 
- Ida for Best Cinematography 
- Ida, Leviathan, Trash (ADFF 2014), and Two Days, One Night for Film Not in the 

English Language 
On 8 February 2015, the BAFTA announced Whiplash the winner of Best Editing, and Sound 
as well as J.K. Simmons as Best Supporting Actor, while Ida won the BAFTA for Best Foreign 
Language Film. Moreover, Leviathan won Best Foreign Language Film at the Golden Globes 
in addition to Best Screenplay at Cannes Film Festival and the Black Pearl Award at ADFF 
2014. Timbuktu was the only Arabic feature film to be shown in Cannes 2014, the movie then 
had its MENA premiere at ADFF. 
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For more information, please contact: 
William Royce, twofour54:  D: +971050 614 6653 
E: william.royce@twofour54.com 
 
  
About Abu Dhabi Film Festival 
Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each October to help create a 
vibrant film culture throughout the region. With a focus on nurturing Arab cinema and the wealth of 
emerging and established film talent from around the world, ADFF has become one of the most 
anticipated cultural events in Abu Dhabi, helping to enhance the emirate as a hub of creativity.  
  
Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional programs and engaging and educating 
the local community with their own and other cultures through the art of cinema. The films of Arab film 
directors are presented in competition with those of the most respected film-makers from all over the 
world. 
 
About twofour54 
twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu Dhabi, is a leading media and 
entertainment hub in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, aiming to nurture the 
development of creative industries in the region through supporting talent, Arabic content 
development, and young entrepreneurs. 
  
As part of its mission to help Arabs realise their ambitions across diverse media platforms, twofour54 
provides financial support, a creativity lab that engages members in creative projects, as well as 
training and networking opportunities through its training academy, and world-class production 
facilities through intaj. All of these services are supported by its end-to-end business services provider, 
tawasol. 
 


