
 

Press Release 

ADFF Announces Second Cycle of SANAD 

Fund Grantees for 2014 

 Nine Projects by Arab filmmakers to receive post-

production and development grants  

 
Abu Dhabi, UAE – October 7, 2014: In its 5th anniversary year, SANAD, the 

Development and Post-Production Fund of the Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), has 

announced the second cycle of grant recipients for 2014, which include nine projects 

by Arab filmmakers. 

 

The SANAD fund is an integral part of ADFF’s support for Arab filmmaking and awards 

a total of US$ 500,000 in grants each year to Arab filmmakers during either the 

development or post-production phase of their film projects. Each post-production 

grantee can receive up to $60,000 of funding, while development grantees can receive 

up to $20,000 of funding. To date, the initiative has funded more than 100 projects as 

part of its mission to drive the development of a filmmaking hub in the UAE and wider 

Arab region. 

 

Ali Al Jabri, Director of ADFF, said: “Our commitment towards supporting filmmakers 

from the region continues through SANAD’s funds and services that take great 

projects a step further towards establishing their presence in festivals around the 

world. We are confident that this year’s grantees are on par with international 

standards and they represent Arab countries such as the United Arab Emirates, 

Palestine, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia. Many films supported by SANAD 

have been recognised by leading international film festivals and have won prestigious 

awards globally.” 

 



 

Three projects receiving post-production grants in the second cycle are A MAID FOR 

EACH (Lebanon, France, Norway, UAE) directed by Maher Abi Samra which has 

received development funding in 2012, QUEENS OF SYRIA (Lebanon, Jordan, UAE) 

directed by Yasmin Fedda; and SOUNDS OF THE SEA (UAE) directed by Nujoom Al 

Ghanem, which also received development funding in 2013 and is part of the ADFF 

documentary competition along with QUEENS OF SYRIA. 

 

Six projects receiving development grants are THALA MY LOVE (Tunisia) directed by 

Mehdi Hmili, YOMEDDINE (Egypt) directed by Abu Bakr Shawky, THE FLAG 

(Palestine) directed by Firas Khoury, JOINT POSSESSION (Morocco, France) 

directed by Leila Kilani, WARD NO. 3 (Egypt) directed by Aida Elkashef, and 

FOLKTALE OF PALESTINE (Lebanon) directed by Dahna Abourahme. 

 

Grantees in the development and post-production phases will have the opportunity to 

participate in the second annual SANAD Co-production Meetings where they will have 

pitching and networking opportunities with key industry players. SANAD Co-production 

Meetings are designed by ADFF to promote co-productions and beneficial 

partnerships between chosen SANAD grantees and producers, sales agents, 

distributors, film funds and other industry sectors. 

 

Al Jabri commented: “We are pleased to witness increased participation this year from 

key industry professionals at our SANAD Co-production Meetings that open the door 

for MENA filmmakers to connect with international and regional professionals and 

broaden their horizons. We look forward to screening grant-winning films following this 

announcement to showcase the region’s world-class creativity.” 

 

SANAD is committed to choosing projects that demonstrate remarkable talent and 

promise from both new and established Arab filmmakers. In addition to financial 

support, SANAD also offers year-round support and publicity for selected projects to 

help connect filmmakers to potential partners, funding opportunities and audiences 

internationally. 



 

 

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each 

October to help create a vibrant film culture throughout the region. With a focus on 

Arab cinema and the wealth of emerging and established film talent from around the 

world, ADFF has become one of the most anticipated cultural events in Abu Dhabi, 

helping to enhance the Emirate as a hub of creativity. The festival’s eighth edition will 

be held between October 23 and November 1.  

 

For more information on SANAD Fund, please visit: 
http://www.abudhabifilmfestival.ae/en/sanad-fund/about   
 
 

For film images please click here 
  
  

-ENDS- 
 
 
Pictures and Footage can be downloaded in the press centre on the website. 
adff.ae/pressmaterials 
password: pressmaterials2014 

 
 
For more information, please contact: 
William Royce, twofour54:  D: +971050 614 6653 , E: william.royce@twofour54.com 
 
  
About Abu Dhabi Film Festival  

Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each October to help create a vibrant film 
culture throughout the region. With a focus on Arab cinema and the wealth of emerging and established film talent 
from around the world, ADFF has become one of the most anticipated cultural events in Abu Dhabi, helping to 
enhance the emirate as a hub of creativity.  
  
Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional programs and engaging and educating the local 
community with their own and other cultures through the art of cinema. The films of Arab film directors are 
presented in competition with those of the most respected film-makers from all over the world. 
 
About twofour54 

twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu Dhabi, is a leading media and entertainment hub 
in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, aiming to nurture the development of creative industries in the 
region through supporting talent, content development, and young entrepreneurs.  
 
As part of its mission to help Arabs realise their ambitions across diverse media platforms, twofour54 provides 
financial support, a creativity lab that engages members in creative projects, as well as training and networking 
opportunities through tadreeb, and world-class production facilities through intaj. All of these services are supported 
by its end-to-end business services provider, tawasol. 
 

http://www.abudhabifilmfestival.ae/en/sanad-fund/about
https://docs.google.com/a/adff.ae/folderview?id=0B3nd8UHIg4EAeTlFTGp3cEFzeVE&usp=drive_web
mailto:mawya.alqaissieh@twofour54.com


 

A key contributor to the UAE’s economic growth and diversity, twofour54’s Abu Dhabi campus is home to more than 
300 local, regional and international media and creative companies including Ubisoft, Cartoon Network, Sky News 
Arabia, CNN, Flash Entertainment, Sports 360, Reed Exhibitions, Charisma, Tahadi and Jawaker. 
 
twofour54 powers the Abu Dhabi Film Festival and Abu Dhabi Media Summit annually to drive the development of a 
vibrant film and entertainment industry. The Abu Dhabi Film Commission (ADFC) is also part of twofour54 and 
offers international projects incentives such as a 30 per cent cash-back rebate on their first production.  
For more information, visit: www.twofour54.com 
 

 

 

 

http://www.twofour54.com/

