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The 8th Abu Dhabi Film Festival announces its call 

for entries 
  
 
Abu Dhabi, UAE — April 17, 2014  
  
The Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54 Abu 
Dhabi, announces its Call for Entries for the eighth edition of the 
Festival, to be held October 23 – November 1, 2014. Entries will be 
accepted until July 15, 2014. 
  
The Festival, since its first edition held in 2007 has evolved into a 
highly anticipated event which, while bringing the best in Arab and 
international film and talent to Abu Dhabi, has also remained 
dedicated to fostering and showcasing the creative genius of those 
working and creating in UAE and in all the Gulf Countries. 
  
With its program ADFF promotes appreciation and understanding of 
the art of cinema amongst its enthusiastic multicultural audiences 
and contributes to Abu Dhabi being positioned as an internationally 
recognized creative hub for cinema, arts and culture. 
  
In 2013, ADFF received over 2,000 submissions from 102 countries 
and presented 90 long feature films and 70 short films from 51 
countries. 
  
Algerian director Merzak Allouache was presented with several 
awards during ADFF 2013; Allouache won Best Director from the 
Arab World, the Variety Middle East Filmmaker of the Year Award 
and the International Federation of Film Critics (FIPRESCI) award 
for his film The Rooftops (Algeria). A Touch of Sin (China) won 
ADFF’s Black Pearl award for Best Narrative Film 2013 as well as 
receiving accolades around the world including best screenplay at 
Cannes last year. SANAD funded film My Sweet Pepperland (Iraq) 
was also screened at Cannes and went on to win the Special Jury 
Award at ADFF 2013. 
  
Ali Al Jabri, ADFF Director, commented: "When ADFF started, the 
aim was always to showcase the best films from around the world 
with films from the region, I’m proud to say that ADFF is still the 
only festival in the region to have Arab cinema compete alongside 
international film. We will continue to showcase the best of world 



	   	  

	  

cinema by bringing together another thrilling programme for ADFF 
2014". 
  
Entries are now open for all categories (feature length or short 
narrative, animation and documentary films).  The selected films 
will play in the following sections: 
  
Narrative Competition - An international selection of feature-
length fiction films. 
  
Documentary Competition - An international selection of non-
fiction feature-length films. 
  
New Horizons Competition - An international selection of first 
and second feature-length narrative films. 
  
Short Films Competition - An international selection of narrative 
and documentary short films. 
  
Emirates Film Competition - devoted to short films from the UAE 
and GCC countries, this section presents some of the Gulf’s leading 
filmmaking talent with an array of awards aimed at helping to 
support the continued development of the local film industry. 
  
Showcase - A panorama of outstanding recent narrative and 
documentary features. Films in Showcase are eligible for the 
Audience Choice Award. 
  
Our World - A panorama of incisive cutting edge films that raise 
awareness of environmental and social related issues. 
  
In addition to the awards given by ADFF official juries, the films will 
compete also for The Child Protection Award, The 
FIPRESCI and NETPAC awards. 
  
Films submitted to the festival should have had their first public 
screening after November 1st, 2013 and should not have any public 
screening in the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region prior 
to  the presentation at ADFF. 
  
ADFF honors exceptional achievements in film with the Black Pearl 
Awards and with significant cash prizes. Prizes are meant 
to  facilitate future projects from outstanding talents from around 
the world. 



	   	  

	  

  
Complete information regarding eligibility is available at 
www.adff.ae/submissions 
  
For questions regarding entries email entries@adff.ae or call +971 2 
401 1906. 
  

--- ENDS --- 
 
To contact the Press Office, email press@adff.ae 
Pictures and Footage can be downloaded from our FTP server. 
https://abudhabifilmfestival.exavault.com 
User: adffpress 
Password:Pr3ssadff 
  
About The Abu Dhabi Film Festival 
  
The Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is 
presented each October to help create a vibrant film culture 
throughout the region. With a focus on Arab cinema and the wealth 
of emerging and established film talent from around the world, 
ADFF has become one of the most anticipated cultural events in Abu 
Dhabi, helping to enhance the Emirate as a hub of creativity.  
  
Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional 
programs and engaging and educating the local community with 
their own and other cultures through the art of cinema. The films  of 
Arab film directors  are  presented in competition with the ones of 
the most  respected filmmakers from all over the world. 
  
About twofour54 
 
twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu 
Dhabi, is one of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region’s 
leading media and entertainment hubs.  As part of its mission, 
twofour54 is driving the development of the creative industries in 
the region, supporting talent and content development initiatives, 
creativity and young entrepreneurs.  
  
Its initiatives are contributing to the growth and diversity of the Abu 
Dhabi economy and its campus is home to over 260 local, regional 
and international companies, including Ubisoft, Cartoon Network, 
Sky News Arabia, CNN, BBC, Flash Entertainment, Sport 360, Reed 
Exhibitions, Charisma, Tahadi and Jawaker. 



	   	  

	  

  
twofour54 provides a range of services including: training across all 
media sectors; business development and funding support to UAE 
nationals and other Arabs with great ideas; a creativity lab that 
allows members to get involved in creative projects; and it 
facilitates world-class content through its production and post-
production facilities.  These services are supported by tawasol, 
facilitating easy business set-up and providing ongoing support 
services. 
 
twofour54 powers the Abu Dhabi Film Festival, Abu Dhabi Media 
Summit and TROFPEST Arabia each year to drive the development 
of a vibrant film and entertainment industry. 	  


