
 

 

DAY 6: World Premieres of Arab Films UM GHAYEB and THE 

SILENCE OF THE SHEPHERD 
 

Highlights for Tuesday, October 28, 2014 

 

 Red Carpet Premiere of DIFRET, produced by Angelina Jolie 

 Berlin winner BLACK COAL, THIN ICE and Cannes winner WINTER SLEEP 

premier in the region 

 International Short Film screenings start today 

 

Abu Dhabi, UAE – October 27, 2014: Two Arab films are celebrating their 

World Premieres at Abu Dhabi Film Festival 2014 today. In the Documentary 

Competition of the festival, SANAD-funded Egyptian documentary film UM 

GHAYEB (MOTHER OF THE UNBORN), directed by Nadine Salib, convincingly 

captures the stigmatization of female infertility in Egypt. It will be screened at 

VOX 1 at 18:00 and the talents attending will take audience queries thereafter. 

 

The second film to have its World Premiere today is the Iraqi film THE SILENCE 

OF THE SHEPHERD, featuring in the New Horizons category of the festival. 

Director Raad Mushatat will grace the premiere at VOX 6 at 21:15 with his all-

Iraqi cast and crew. The film, set against a rural backdrop, deals with silence 

in the village community when a thirteen-year old girl suddenly disappears.   

 

Tonight ADFF will present two award-winning, much acclaimed movies for the 

first time in the region. BLACK COAL, THIN ICE  (VOX 5 at 21:30), which won 

the Golden Bear award at the 64th Berlin International Film Festival, is a dark 

Chinese detective thriller written and directed by Diao Yinan. BLACK COAL, 

THIN ICE is competing in the festival’s Narrative Competition. 

 

Winner of the Palme d’Or at this year’s Cannes festival WINTER SLEEP, 

directed by Turkish director Nuri Bilge Ceylan, will be screened at VOX 1 at 

20:45. Set against the snowy panoramas of Anatolia, the film is an intimate 

character study of the protagonist that touches epic dimensions. The film 

delineates the deep chasms between the rich and poor as well as of the 

powerful and powerless in Turkey. WINTER SLEEP will be presented as part of 

the ADFF Showcase.  

 

Watch the intense acting by the father-adolescent son duo in FEVERS on 

screen today. Competing in the ADFF Narrative Competition, FEVERS (VOX 5 

at 18:30) directed by Moroccan filmmaker Hicham Ayouch, portrays situations 



 

that arise in the life of 13-year old Benjamin in France, who is suddenly thrust 

into the company of his North African immigrant father he never knew he had, 

when his mother goes to jail.  

 

Winner of the Audience Awards at Sundance and at Berlinale this year, DIFRET 

will have its red carpet premiere at Emirates Palace tonight at 18:30. The 

Ethiopian drama, produced by Angelina Jolie, will have its director Zeresenay 

Mehari and producer Mehret Mondefro attending the red carpet. The film that 

spotlights the gender-based violence in Ethiopia and the ancient practice of 

abduction into marriage is included in ADFF’s New Horizons Competition.  

South Korean production ENTANGLED from the multi-awarded Lee Don-Ku, 

also in the New Horizons category, is set for screening today at VOX 6 at 

19:00. The film’s director as well as executive producer Won-Suk will be 

present for Q&A. 

 

Catch the unplanned trajectory of the Syrian resistance by watching RETURN 

TO HOMS (VOX 4 at 21:15) by German-Syrian Talal Derki. The film, 

premiering today in the Documentary competition, follows the national team 

goalkeeper who becomes a protest leader and singer. The film won the Grand 

Jury prize at the Sundance festival.   

 

The other films in the ADFF Showcase today are the US film IMPERIAL 

DREAMS (VOX 4 at 18:45) and the French film HOPE (VOX 9 at 18:00). The 

directors Malik Vitthal and Boris Lojkine of the films will be attending the 

respective screenings and answer audience questions.  

 

Also to be discovered today will be the first two screenings of the films entered 

into ADFF’s International Short Film Competition (VOX 3 at 18:15 and 21:00).  

 

 

ADFF TALKS FILM:  

Today, ADFF 2014 presents two workshops and a Masterclass designed to help 

young filmmakers on their way to success.  

 

At Emirates Palace Ballroom 3 at 11:00 to 13:00: A workshop titled ‘Tadreeb 

Presents: Avid Media Composer and Protools Workshops’. There will be a 

special workflow demonstration on the latest from industry-leading digital 

video and audio workstations for young filmmakers.  

 

At Emirates Palace Ballroom 3 at 14:30 to 16:00: A Masterclass titled ‘The 

Long and Short of It – I’ve Made a Short Film, Now What?’ Festival 



 

Programmers Ben Thompson, Alice Kharoubi, Maike Mia Höhne and Nina 

Rodriguez to participate.   

 

At Emirates Palace Ballroom 3 at 16:30 to 18:30: An interactive workshop 

titled ‘Crowdfunding the Arab World – Pitching to the Masses! How to Make a 

Success of Your Crowdfunding Campaign’. Nawaf al-Janahi and Lotfi Bencheikh 

to lead.   

 

ADFF TALKS FILM sessions are open to the public and are free to attend. 

 

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival runs from October 23 until November 1. The 

Ceremony for the winners of the Black Pearl Awards will take place on October 

31.  

 

For the daily press schedule please click here. 

 

- Ends - 

 

 

Pictures and Footage can be downloaded in the press centre on the 

website. 

adff.ae/pressmaterials 

password: pressmaterials2014 

 

For more information, please contact:  

William Royce, twofour54:   

D: +971050 614 6653 

E: william.royce@twofour54.com 

 

  

About Abu Dhabi Film Festival 

Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each 

October to help create a vibrant film culture throughout the region. With a 

focus on Arab cinema and the wealth of emerging and established film talent 

from around the world, ADFF has become one of the most anticipated cultural 

events in Abu Dhabi, helping to enhance the emirate as a hub of creativity.  

  

Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional programs and 

engaging and educating the local community with their own and other cultures 

through the art of cinema. The films of Arab film directors are presented in 

competition with those of the most respected film-makers from all over the 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/99df6946124684fa19e13f586/files/Press_Schedule_Oct_28.pdf
http://adff.ae/pressmaterials
mailto:mawya.alqaissieh@twofour54.com


 

world. 

 

  

About twofour54 

twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu Dhabi, is a 

leading media and entertainment hub in the Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA) region, aiming to nurture the development of creative industries in the 

region through supporting talent, content development, and young 

entrepreneurs. 

  

As part of its mission to help Arabs realise their ambitions across diverse 

media platforms, twofour54 provides financial support, a creativity lab that 

engages members in creative projects, as well as training and networking 

opportunities through tadreeb, and world-class production facilities through 

intaj. All of these services are supported by its end-to-end business services 

provider, tawasol. 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 


