
 

 

 

MASTERCLASSES LIFT THE CURTAIN ON FILM INDUSTRY PRACTICE 

                            

OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN INSIDER TIPS FROM FESTIVAL GUESTS 

  

Abu Dhabi, UAE – October 17, 2013: Lovers of film in Abu Dhabi will once again 

have the chance to gain industry insights from Festival guests thanks to ADFF TALKS 

FILM, a programme of masterclasses covering topics from breaking into Hollywood to 

the revival of Iraqi cinema. 

  

ADFF TALKS FILM gives filmmakers and students a chance to meet and learn from 

international industry professionals. The seminars are also open to the general public, 

providing an opportunity for film enthusiasts to get a glimpse behind the scenes of the 

film business with industry professionals offering insight, knowledge and practical 

advice, covering a wide range of industry-relevant topics. 

  

Festival Director Ali Al Jabri says masterclasses are one of the ways the Film Festival 

helps grow the local film industry and build a film culture. 

  

“An important part of our work is creating connections between local film talent and 

the wider industry. The Festival helps filmmakers develop their projects by introducing 

them to key players in the industry. We have a multitude of producers, co-producers, 

sales agents, distributors, marketing executives and representatives from film funds 

from all around the world coming to ADFF and that creates opportunities.” 

  

On FRIDAY OCTOBER 25 in “Show me the money!” a panel of representatives from 

film funds from around the world will discuss financing opportunities available to Arab 

filmmakers, while “In Conversation with Daniel Schechter” offers an opportunity to 

learn from the director of the Opening Night film LIFE OF CRIME who will discuss what 

it is like to work with A-list actors like Jennifer Aniston, Tim Robbins and Mos Def. 

  

On SATURDAY OCTOBER 26 the panel discussion “Location, Location, Location” looks 

at the trend for MENA countries to open film commissions to attract international film 

productions and what benefits are on offer to film makers. “In Conversation with 

Ashok Amritraj” is a chance to be inspired by the story of how a boy from Chennai 

became one of Hollywood’s most successful producers, making over 100 films 

including Life of Crime (2013) and Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance (2012). 

  

On SUNDAY OCTOBER 27 we celebrate 100 years of Indian cinema with the panel 

discussion “100 years of Indian Cinema: Studying the Past to Define the future”.  We 

have panellists from all ranges of Indian cinema from Bollywood to independent Indian 

filmmakers. 

  

On MONDAY OCTOBER 28 emerging film making talent will get a boost to their 



 

 

ambitions from the “Aflamnah Workshop”, a seminar on how to use the MENA region’s 

first crowd-funding platform to raise funds for their film, and from “Jump Cut!”, a 

masterclass with Destin Daniel Cretton, director of SHORT TERM 12, who will discuss 

how to make the transition from short films to features. 

  

On the same day, extraordinary and inspirational women from different spheres of the 

industry will discuss how they made it to the top including Hiam Abass in “Heroines of 

the Silver Screen”, while “Diaspora and the Renaissance of Iraqi Cinema” looks at the 

rebirth of Iraqi cinema and the contribution of expat Iraqis. 

  

On TUESDAY OCTOBER 29 acclaimed producer Catherine Dussart (THE MISSING 

PICTURE) guides aspiring producers and interested film fans through the process of 

producing a film in “So You Want to be a Producer”. The masterclass programme 

closes with “Cinematic Debuts” a panel discussion about the first films of renowned 

Arab film makers which complements our special program of the same name.   

  

ADFF Masterclasses are held in the Emirates Palace Ballroom. They are free to attend 

and admission is granted on a first-come, first-served basis.  

  

- End - 

 

To contact the Press Office, email press@adff.ae 

Pictures and Footage can be downloaded from our FTP server. 

https://abudhabifilmfestival.exavault.com 

User: adffpress 

Password: Pr3ssadff 

  

About The Abu Dhabi Film Festival 

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each October 

to help create a vibrant film culture throughout the region. With a focus on Arab 

cinema and the wealth of emerging and established film talent from around the world, 

ADFF has become one of the most anticipated cultural events in Abu Dhabi, helping to 

enhance the Emirate as a hub of creativity.  

Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional programs and engaging 

and educating the local community with their own and other cultures through the art 

of cinema. The work of Arab filmmakers is presented in competition with that of the 

international film industry’s most acclaimed talent. 

  

About twofour54 

twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu Dhabi, is one of the 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region’s leading media and entertainment hubs.  

As part of its mission, twofour54 is driving the development of the creative industries 

in the region, supporting talent and content development initiatives, creativity and 

young entrepreneurs.  

Its initiatives are contributing to the growth and diversity of the Abu Dhabi economy 
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and its campus is home to over 200 local, regional and international companies, 

including Ubisoft, Cartoon Network, Sky News Arabia, CNN, Flash Entertainment, Sport 

360, Reed Exhibitions, Charisma, Tahadi and Jawaker. 

twofour54 provides a range of services including: training across all media sectors; 

business development and funding support to UAE nationals and other Arabs with 

great ideas; a creativity lab that allows members to get involved in creative projects; 

and it facilitates world-class content through its production and post-production 

facilities.  These services are supported by tawasol, facilitating easy business set-up 

and providing ongoing support services. 

twofour54 powers the Abu Dhabi Film Festival, Abu Dhabi Media Summit and 

TROFPEST Arabia each year to drive the development of a vibrant film and 

entertainment industry.  
 


