
 

WORLD PREMIERE OF DJINN, FIRST UAE-PRODUCED HORROR FILM, 

MEET OSCAR WINNING DIRECTOR DANIS TANOVIC  

  

Abu Dhabi, UAE – October 24, 2013:  After a successful Opening Night, the Festival hits full 

speed tomorrow, with a packed programme of premieres with many acclaimed and rising talents 

from around the world in attendance. The highly anticipated world premiere of UAE-produced 

DJINN, the latest film from legendary horror director Tobe Hooper (Poltergeist, Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre) is just one of the red carpet screenings on day 2 at ADFF. The cast and crew of 

BELLE (screening at 9pm), a sumptuous period drama about the illegitimate mixed race daughter 

of a Royal Navy Admiral who is raised by her aristocratic great-uncle, will also take to the red 

carpet at Emirates Palace. 

  

On the red carpet at 17:30 for DJINN (screening at 6pm) look for actor Khalid Laith, seen recently 

in WORLD WAR Z and RED 2, who joins new talents May El Calamawy, and Razane Jammal as 

the film’s official contingent. Gugu Mbatha-Raw, who stars in the title role of BELLE will be joined 

on the red carpet at 20:30 by fellow cast member Sam Reid and Director Amma Asante. 

  

Oscar winning director Danis Tanovic, from Bosnia, joins ADFF with his latest film, AN EPISODE 

IN THE LIFE OF AN IRON PICKER, which won the Jury Grand Prix at the Berlinale earlier this 

year. Producer Cedomir Kolar will also attend the screening. 

  

Also from Bosnia today FOR THOSE WHO CAN TELL NO LIES, from acclaimed Bosnian director 

Jasmila Zbanic, whose earlier film GRBAVICA won a Golden Bear in 2006. Kym Vercoe, who wrote 

the script and stars as the main character, will attend the screening. 

  

Iraqi-Kurdish director Hisham Zaman returns to ADFF with BEFORE SNOWFALL. Zaman has 

previously competed in the Short Film Competition at ADFF and won the Black Pearl Award 

withBAWKE in 2007. 

  

Algerian Merzak Allouache, this year’s winner of the Variety Middle East Filmmaker of the Year 

Award will attend the screening of THE ROOFTOPS, the only Arab film to screen in international 

competition this year at the Venice Film Festival. Cast members Akram Djeghim, Mohamed 

Takerrat and Salima Abada will also attend the screening. 

  

Legendary Indian director M.S. Sathyu attends with his masterpiece, SCORCHING WINDS. UK 

Director Marc Silver will present his film WHO IS DAYANI CRISTAL, as will Pakistani director 

Bassam Tariq, whose film about street children THESE BIRDS WALK screens in the Documentary 

Competition. THESE BIRDS TALK is the first Oscar submssion from Pakistan in 50 years. 

  

In Showcase section, documentary fans will want to see the Middle East Premiere of AATSINKI: 

THE STORY OF ARCTIC COWBOYS, a stunningly beautiful film that follows a year in the life of 

Finnish reindeer herders. Director Jessica Oreck will attend the screening. 

  

The first screenings of films competing in the Emirates film competition also take place today, with 



 

two sessions of films from the Short Narrative section. 

  

ADFF TALKS FILM 

At 14:30 join a panel of representatives of the main bodies offering funds to Arab film makers will 

discuss financing opportunities at “Show Me the Money! Meet the Film Funds”, while at 16:30“In 

Conversation with Daniel SchecHter” offers an opportunity to learn what it is like to work with A-

list actors like Jennifer Aniston from the director of the Opening Night film LIFE OF CRIME. 

  

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival runs from October 24 until November 2. The Ceremony for the 

winners of the Black Pearl Awards will take place on October 31. 

  

- End - 

  

To contact the Press Office, email press@adff.ae 

Pictures and Footage can be downloaded from our FTP server. 

https://abudhabifilmfestival.exavault.com 

User: adffpress 

Password: Pr3ssadff 

  

About The Abu Dhabi Film Festival 

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each October to help 

create a vibrant film culture throughout the region. With a focus on Arab cinema and the wealth of 

emerging and established film talent from around the world, ADFF has become one of the most 

anticipated cultural events in Abu Dhabi, helping to enhance the Emirate as a hub of creativity.  

Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional programs and engaging and 

educating the local community with their own and other cultures through the art of cinema. The 

work of Arab filmmakers is presented in competition with that of the international film industry’s 

most acclaimed talent. 

  

About twofour54 

twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu Dhabi, is one of the Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA) region’s leading media and entertainment hubs.  As part of its mission, 

twofour54 is driving the development of the creative industries in the region, supporting talent and 

content development initiatives, creativity and young entrepreneurs.  

Its initiatives are contributing to the growth and diversity of the Abu Dhabi economy and its campus 

is home to over 200 local, regional and international companies, including Ubisoft, Cartoon 

Network, Sky News Arabia, CNN, Flash Entertainment, Sport 360, Reed Exhibitions, Charisma, 

Tahadi and Jawaker. 

twofour54 provides a range of services including: training across all media sectors; business 

development and funding support to UAE nationals and other Arabs with great ideas; a creativity 

lab that allows members to get involved in creative projects; and it facilitates world-class content 

through its production and post-production facilities.  These services are supported by tawasol, 

facilitating easy business set-up and providing ongoing support services. 

mailto:press@adff.ae
http://abudhabifilmfestival.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99df6946124684fa19e13f586&id=d0373eb1b7&e=5bf4684a98


 

twofour54 powers the Abu Dhabi Film Festival, Abu Dhabi Media Summit and TROFPEST Arabia 

each year to drive the development of a vibrant film and entertainment industry. 

 


