
 

 

ABU DHABI FILM FESTIVAL HONOURS SILVER SCREEN CLASSICS AND 

CELEBRATES 100 YEARS OF INDIAN CINEMA 

 

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE NEWLY RESTORED CINEMATIC MASTERPIECES 

AND MILESTONES OF THE WORLD’S MOST PROLIFIC NATIONAL CINEMA 

 
 

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Oct 9. 2013: Two Special Programmes will celebrate world cinema 

during the seventh edition of the Abu Dhabi Film Festival this year. Festival attendees 

will have the rare opportunity to enjoy restored classics in full silver screen glory and 

honour Indian cinema, which celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. The Festival will 

open on October 24 and end on November 2.   

 

Ali Al Jabri, director of the Abu Dhabi Film Festival, said: “Both Special Programmes offer 

audiences the opportunity to re-discover great and timeless films. The restored 

cinematic classics that the Festival will feature this year, will contribute to the 

appreciation of the historic art of cinema. I am proud that the Festival will feature these 

remarkable and beautifully restored films in the best possible quality – sometimes even 

better than they were in their own time. Our selection of Indian films will mark the 

outstanding achievements of one of the most important centres of filmmaking in the 

world.” 

  

“CELEBRATING INDIAN CINEMA” is a select programme of some of most admired 

films produced in 100 years of Indian cinema, honouring of its treasured filmmakers. 

Each of the five films represents a milestone in more ways than one. 

 

Referred to by some as “India’s Orson Welles”, Guru Dutt is regarded as one of the 

greatest directors of all time, while at the time of his death he was mourned first as a 

matinee idol. TIME’s All Time 100 Best Movies (2005) lists two of Guru Datt’s films. ADFF 

will screen one of them, ETERNAL THIRST (Pyaasa), the story of a poet struggling to be 

recognised in post-independence India.  

 

Ritwak Ghatak’s 1965 neorealist film THE GOLDEN THREAD (Subarnarekha) will also 

screen as part of the programme. Although Ghatak was not widely recognised at the 

time of his death, Ghatak’s work has been celebrated posthumously and his impact on 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&view=bsp&ver=ohhl4rw8mb#inb


other filmmakers, such as Mani Kaul, has been widely recognised. THE GOLDEN THREAD 

was voted #11 in a poll of film critics in Cinemaya magazine. IN TWO MINDS (Duvidha), 

which was directed by Ghatak’s student Mani Kaul in 1973, will also be screened. 

 

The programme also includes SCORCHING WINDS (Garm Hawa) the 1974 Academy 

Award nominee directed by M S Sathyu. The film, about the plight of a Muslim family in 

post-partition India, is credited for being a pioneer of a new wave of Hindi Art cinema. 

 

Cinema history is revisited in “PIECES OF TIME: CLASSIC ODYSSEYS. THE ART OF 

PRESERVING AND RESTORING CINEMA”, a Special Programme of restored classics 

that offer entertainment for the whole family.  

 

Abu Dhabi’s film lovers will be able to see Alfred Hitchcock’s DIAL M FOR MURDER (USA, 

1953) exactly the way the master of suspense intended when the Festival screens the 

film in 3D. Alfred Hitchcock originally shot the film in 3D only for the format to fall out of 

favour just before its first release in 1954. Fans of Westerns will relish the opportunity to 

see the digital restoration of Sergio Leone’s original uncut version of ONCE UPON A TIME 

IN THE WEST (Italy 1968) on the big screen, with Ennio Morricone’s celebrated 

soundtrack showcased in digital surround sound.  

 

Romantics will enjoy Jacques Demy’s 1964 musical THE UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG 

(France), starring Catherine Deneuve, and Blake Edwards’ BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S 

(USA 1961), starring Audrey Hepburn in her iconic role as Holly Golightly. Both films 

have undergone extensive restoration. Classic British cinema is celebrated with the 1948 

masterpiece set within Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale story about a rising star of 

the ballet ‘THE RED SHOES’ (UK). The restoration of Michael Powell and Emeric 

Pressburger’s film took over two years to complete.  

 

Audiences of all ages in this series will delight in Alexander Korda’s Technicolor fantasy 

and adventure THE THIEF OF BAGHDAD (UK 1940) co-directed by Ludwig Berger, 

Michael Powell and Tim Whelan. A pure and naive expression of, as it is put in the 

famous curtain line, the search for “some fun and adventure, at last!”, the film is a 

milestone in its genre. 

 

 

 

 



To contact the Press Office, email press@adff.ae 

Pictures and Footage can be downloaded from our FTP server. 

https://abudhabifilmfestival.exavault.com 

User: adffpress 

Password: Pr3ssadff 

 

About The Abu Dhabi Film Festival 

The Abu Dhabi Film Festival (ADFF), powered by twofour54, is presented each October 

to help create a vibrant film culture throughout the region. With a focus on Arab cinema 

and the wealth of emerging and established film talent from around the world, ADFF has 

become one of the most anticipated cultural events in Abu Dhabi, helping to enhance the 

Emirate as a hub of creativity.   

Abu Dhabi Film Festival is committed to curating exceptional programs and engaging and 

educating the local community with their own and other cultures through the art of 

cinema. The work of Arab filmmakers is presented in competition with that of the 

international film industry’s most acclaimed talent. 

 

About twofour54 

twofour54, the commercial arm of the Media Zone Authority-Abu Dhabi, is one of the 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region’s leading media and entertainment hubs.  As 

part of its mission, twofour54 is driving the development of the creative industries in the 

region, supporting talent and content development initiatives, creativity and young 

entrepreneurs.  

Its initiatives are contributing to the growth and diversity of the Abu Dhabi economy and 

its campus is home to over 200 local, regional and international companies, including 

Ubisoft, Cartoon Network, Sky News Arabia, CNN, Flash Entertainment, Sport 360, Reed 

Exhibitions, Charisma, Tahadi and Jawaker. 

twofour54 provides a range of services including: training across all media sectors; 

business development and funding support to UAE nationals and other Arabs with great 

ideas; a creativity lab that allows members to get involved in creative projects; and it 

facilitates world-class content through its production and post-production facilities. 

 These services are supported by tawasol, facilitating easy business set-up and providing 

ongoing support services.  

twofour54 powers the Abu Dhabi Film Festival, Abu Dhabi Media Summit and TROFPEST 

Arabia each year to drive the development of a vibrant film and entertainment industry.  
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